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WHAT'S NEW IN READING
SUSIE SUDDERTH, Atlanta, Georgia
The Art of Plain Talk, by Rudolf Flesch 
(Harper & Bros.)
Books on self-improvement we have 
with us always. There is every variety, 
ranging from They Laughed When I Sat 
Down to the Piano in Ten Easy Lessons to 
the most serious of psychological studies. 
But Dr. Flesch has recently given us a 
book that will be of particular interest 
to accountants. It is The Art of Plain Talk. 
Here is a discussion of words and how to 
bring out the best in them.
Dr. Flesch warns against empty words 
and crowded words, giving many examples; 
and he points out live words, so that the 
writer, when he does get a good effect, will 
know how he did it. Punctuation, and its 
part in making good writing, is covered in 
a chapter on Glamour of Punctuation. 
Trite, shop-worn expressions come in for 
their usual share of attention, but in this 
case there are many substitutions offered. 
There are not only discussions of these 
things, but there are yardsticks by which 
we may measure our own results.
For the accountant, who must be clear 
and concise and completely understood, 
there is certainly need for plain talk. This 
is not easy to achieve; and so for those who 
want to add more life and meaning to 
their reports, The Art of Plain Talk is 
recommended reading.
The Autobiography of William Allen
White (The MacMillan Co., 1946)
To read the Autobiography of William 
Allen White is to live through a period of 
American life which has been called the 
time of its greatest growth and change. 
Mr. White says of his story that it, “in 
spite of all the pains I have taken and the 
research I have put into it, is necessarily 
fiction . . . At best, this is only a tale that 
is told!” It truly has the ease and rhythmic 
flow of fiction. It is long, but has a kind 
of homely flavor that reminds one of a 
family reunion where the reminiscences 
are mellow and each in turn takes up 
where the other left off.
As the book spreads over a period of 
great growth in United States history, it 
shows the development of this man who 
became one of our most beloved Ameri­
cans. He gives something of the history of 
his parents to explain his background; 
then he discusses at intervals writers of his 
time—not from a critical standpoint but 
rather to show their influence on him.
As a young man in the newspaper busi­
ness, he soon began covering politics and 
in this way he had contact with the men 
who were building our political system. 
He gives a sharp and vivid outline of 
political issues as they arose, these same 
issues which have become blurred and lev­
eled off with the passing of the years but 
which give meaning and understanding to 
our picture today.
The story is rounded off well with a 
summary of the last two decades told in 
short extracts which W. L. White made 
from his father’s writings.
How Life Insurance Helps Conserve
Estates, Charles A. Morehead, Member 
of Miami Bar (July, 1946, Tax Maga­
zine, reprint of article in January, 1946, 
Florida Law Journal).
This article will find a wide circle of 
interested readers as it discusses the prob­
lems facing individuals who have accumu­
lated even a modest estate, and points out 
practical means of avoiding some of the 
tax burden that attaches to estates. It is 
a warning to those who have allowed their 
property, and particularly their life insur­
ance, to accumulate without a definite plan 
in view; and it should be very helpful 
accountants in their study of the financial 
status of clients and as a basis for sugges­
tions to those whose estates are not in 
order.
This House Against This House, by Vin­
cent Sheean (Random House)
Vincent Sheean has added another book 
to his already prolific writings on current 
events. This one follows his usual style of 
interpreting history day by day in the 
light of strong personal feeling. While the 
book points up the events of the war with 
which Mr. Sheean was associated, it is re­
cent enough to come down to the San 
Francisco Conference. It is in this last 
section, Shadows of the Peace, that the 
quotation from King Richard II is used:
“0, if you raise this house against this 
house,
It will the wofullest division prove,...
Prevent it, resist it, . .
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